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stretched rail network, it’s 
boom-time on the Isle of 
Sodor, home of Thomas 
the Tank Engine and his 
locomotive chums — Thomas, 
Henry, Edward, James and 
Gordon. Thanks to both the 
bestselling books and the 
successful spin-off television 
series, Thomas is now a great 
hit in over 24 countries, and 
has generated an estimated £2 
billion worldwide over the 
past decade. He has also 
transformed the fortunes of 
several of Britain’s private 
railways, many of which 
have converted their engines 
into smiling Thomases. 

In the first 25 years of the 
‘Railway’ series, three million 
copies of the books were sold. 
In the second quarter-century, 
from 1970 to 1995, total sales 
have mushroomed. to nearly 
twenty million copies, a 
measure of their incredible 
popularity. The market for 
Thomas is now even greater in 
Japan and America than in 
Britain. The New York Times 
recently printed an article 
on where to see ‘Thomas’ 
exhibitions and _ private 
railways in Britain, and 
‘Thomas Engine’ sausages 
are very popular in Tokyo! 

This year sees the fiftieth 
anniversary of the publication 
of the first book in the series, 
The Three Railway Engines, and 
the event has been marked by 
a number of different events, 
including the launch of a new 
‘interactive’ exhibition at 


The Reverend Wilbert Awdry, 
author of the popular ‘Railway’ series. 


York’s National Railway - 
Museum. Of greater interest 
to book collectors, 
Heinemann have _ just 


THE RAILWAY SERIES NO.1 


The Three Railway Engines 


published an illuminating 
and definitive biography of 
the writer of these unique 
books, the Reverend W. 
Awdry, which gives a 
detailed account of how one 
small children’s book 
gradually grew into a multi- 
million pound industry and 
business phenomenon. 

Wilbert Vere Awdry, 
whose unusual first name 
was derived from those of 
his uncles, William and 
Herbert, has traced his 
family tree back to the 
sixteenth century, through several generations 
of country squires, rural rectors and Oxford 
fellows. His grandfather, Sir John Awdry (born 
in 1796), was at Oxford with John Keble, and 
was Chief Justice of Bombay before the Indian 
Mutiny. The youngest of his twelve children, 
Vere, became vicar of Ampfield near Romsey, 
where his son, Wilbert, was born on 15th 
June 1911. 


RECOLLECTIONS 


His earliest recollections date from around 
the age of four, when he used to go on walks 
with his father around the parish, and along 
the railway tracks. The family subsequently 
moved to Box in Wiltshire, where the 
vicarage was ‘situated very near the 
Great Western Railway’s main line from 
Paddington to Bristol. The track was on a steep 
gradient, and so a banking or ‘pushing’ 
engine was stabled at Box Station. 

Wilbert had inherited his father’s love of 
railways, and — together with younger 
brother, George — they both enjoyed looking 
through their telescope at the engines which 
pulled the trains. “In bed at night I would 
hear heavy freights clawing up the grade,” he 
recalled, “and it needed little imagination to 
hear, in the sounds they made, the engines 
talking to each other, or the bitter complaints 

of an engine climbing the grade unassisted. 
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THE REV. W. AWDRY 


The Three Railway Engines (1945) was the first title in the series. 


From that time there developed in my 
mind the idea that steam engines all have 
personality and could express it.” 

Wilbert was educated at Dauntsey School, 
gained a B.A. and M.A. at St Peter’s Hall, 
Oxford, and achieved a diploma in theology 
at Wycliffe Hall College in 1933. He then 
worked as a schoolmaster in Jerusalem, where 
he met Margaret Emily Wade, a teacher at 
the English High School in Haifa. They 
married in 1938. 

After returning to England in 1936, he was 
successively curate at Odiham (1936-39), West 
Lavington (1939-40) and Kings Norton, 
Birmingham (1940-46). After the war, he was 
rector in Elsworth and Knapwell, near 
Cambridge (1946-53), and vicar of Emneth, 
near Wisbech (1953-65). His son, Christopher 
Vere Awdry, was born in Devizes on 2nd July 
1940, followed by two daughters, Veronica in 
1943, and Hilary in 1946. 

The railway stories were first dreamed up 
when Christopher, aged two, caught measles, 
and had to be kept amused in his darkened 
bedroom. The first three engines, Edward, 
Gordon and Henry, were invented by Wilbert 
on the spur of the moment, and their 
adventures so delighted Christopher that 
his father had to tell them again and again, 
eventually writing them down so as to get the 
wording exactly right. 


At first, his wife, Margaret, was much 
keener than her husband to get the stories 
into print. They were read, enjoyed but 
rejected by Chatto & Windus, Raphael Tuck 
and Faber & Faber (who had just published 
the railway story, Anthony and Antimacassar 
by Mary and Rowland Emett — see BMC 51), 
but in late 1943 the manuscript was accepted 
by Edmund Ward, a Leicester printer who 
had recently branched out as a publisher of 
children’s books by new authors. 

Following the customary practice of the 
time, Ward offered an outright fee of £25 — 
later raised to a total of £37.12.0 — for the 
copyright of the stories, rather than paying 
a smaller advance fee and promising 
future royalties. The terms were agreed, 
but publication was delayed for more than 
eighteen months due to the wartime paper 
shortages. 

Sadly, Awdry’s own illustrations for his 
stories were judged to be too crude by 
Edmund Ward, who eventually commissioned 
a lithographic artist named William Middleton 
to provide all the drawings, which were 
uniformly dull, lifeless and poorly-coloured. 
He was quite inexperienced as an illustrator, 
and was unable to meet the author’s criteria 
for representing the technical details of the 
engines with reasonable accuracy — a 
deficiency which was to dog the series for 


The Three Railway 
Engines — containing the 
four tales: ‘Edward’s Day 
Out’, ‘Edward and Gordon’, 
‘The Sad Story of Henry’ 
and ‘Edward, Gordon and 
Henry’ — was published in 
May 1945, just after VE Day, 
in a print-run of 22,500 
copies. The familiar format 
of the books was set 
with the first volume, 
which measured four-and- 
a-quarter inches by five- 
and-a-quarter inches, and 
was issued in boards with 
an orange dustjacket 
depicting the three engines. 
The entire edition sold out 
by the end of the year, and was followed by 
second (January 1946) and third (June 1946) 
impressions of 17,000 and 16,000 copies. 

Awdry’s most popular “cheeky little 
engine” made his debut in the second book of 
the series, Thomas the Tank Engine, published 
in October 1946. It carried the fond 
dedication: “Dear Christopher, Here is your 
friend Thomas the Tank Engine. He wanted 
to come out of his station-yard and see the 
world. These stories tell you how he did it. I 
hope you will like them because you helped 
me to make them — Your Loving Daddy.” 


INACCURACIES 


This time Edmund Ward offered a fee of 
£75 “for the full rights in the manuscript and 
drawings”, but this finally had to be extended 
to £45 for the author, and £94.10.0 for the 
illustrations by Reginald Payne. Although 
there were again many technical inaccuracies 
in the latter, Payne’s artwork was a great 
improvement on Middle-ton’s inferior 
drawings. Ironically, Middleton was 
commissioned by Ward to design a silhouette 
of Thomas, which was gilt-embossed onto the 
cloth bindings of early editions in the series. 

The exuberant and happy pictures which 
Payne provided for Thomas the Tank Engine 
are today probably better known than any of 
those which appeared over the next five 
decades. Despite the opinion of Awdry’s 
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agent that his illustrations had been “pretti- 
fied and vulgarised”, Payne was responsible 
for creating the enduring image of Thomas. 
“Consider, for example,” writes Brian 
Sibley, “the illustration of Thomas rushing out 
of a tunnel, highlights gleaming on his paint 
work, ‘speed lines’ indicating his enthusiastic 
haste, his beaming face (large, round, excited 
eyes and a smile as wide as his smoke-box) all 
combining to create a portrait of good-natured 
optimism, of a character in love with life. Small 
wonder that such powerful imagery has found 
a place in the mythology of the late twentieth 
century. 

“Although no one could have known that 
Thomas would become the engine character 
with whom children would most readily 
identify, Payne instinctively illustrated 
Thomas with the features of a young child. In 
-his first appearance in print, Thomas looks 
anxious, alarmed, sorry, sad and, in one 
picture, like a tired five-year-old, screwing up 
his eyes and giving a big, open-mouthed yawn. 
And, in the majority of illustrations, Thomas 
has an eager, innocent, wide-awake expres- 
sion that recalls the ever-smiling circular face 
of that other naive character, Mickey Mouse. 
And, like that other carefree cartoon creation, 
Thomas the Tank Engine has gone on to 
become a powerful emblematic device repro- 
diiced on a million items of merchandise.” 
Although Payne’s illustrations are as 
inseparably linked with Thomas the Tank 
Engine as are those of E.H. Shepard with 
Winnie-the-Pooh and John Tenniel’s with Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland, he is virtually 
unique (like Middleton) in receiving no 
artist’s credit on the title-page of his master- 
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piece. Indeed, Thomas the Tank Engine remains 
the only book in the series to omit, through 
many reprints, the name of the illustrator. 

Payne’s original pictures were actually 
‘improved’ (again without credit) in 1950 for 
a new edition of Thomas the Tank Engine by the 
third — and better known — series artist, 
C. Reginald Dalby, just one year after he 
completely redrew Middleton’s pictures for 
the first book. From October 1949 onwards, 
all reprints of The Three Railway Engines credit 
the illustrator as ‘C. Reginald Dalby’. 

The redesigning of these two titles (which 
have not been altered since) therefore make 
the original seven impressions of both Thomas 
the Tank Engine and The Three Railway Engines 
specially desirable for collectors. Although first 
editions of these books are now increasingly 
hard to find in Very Good condition complete 
with the jackets, they are still quite reasonably 
priced, fetching £30-£40 and £40-£50 
respectively. 

Nevertheless, this is still more than the 
outright fee Awdry received for the copyright 
of each title! Eventually, however, Edmund 
Ward had an attack of conscience and, with 
the books selling in their tens of thousands, 
he offered Awdry an ‘ex gratia’ royalty of one 
penny per copy, raised to5%-10% after Ward's 
death ten years later. According to reports in 
the national press, payment at a similar rate, 
now amounting to a handsome five-figure 
sum, is currently due to Reginald Payne — or 
would be if he hadn’t disappeared without 
trace soon after Thomas the Tank Engine was 
published! 

Clarence Reginald Dalby (1904-83) 
illustrated nine titles in the ‘Railway’ series, 
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THE REV. W. AWDRY 


Awdry’s best-known character, Thomas the Tank Engine, didn’t make an 
appearance until the second book in the series, first published in 1946. 


beginning with James the Red Engine (1948) 
and ending with Percy the Small Engine (1956). 
The format remained unchanged, all the books 
containing four separate, but often interlinked, 
stories, running to a total of thirty pages of 
text, each with a facing colour illustration. Up 
to 1950, the individual volumes were priced 
at 4/- each, this gradually rising to 4/6 
(1951-56), 5/-. (1957-61), and 5/6 (1962-64) 
— proving that inflation was much more 
gradual in those days! 

Unlike his two predecessors, Dalby always 
received a title-page credit in all the books 
he illustrated. Unfortunately, there are many 
discrepancies between his drawings of the 
same engines and places in different books, 
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which resulted in countless 
letters to Awdry from 
children detailing these 
errors and contradictions. 

“Tt is no use pointing out 
that it was the artist who 
made the mistake. That 
would not satisfy the child 
at all,“ commented the 
author. “The only thing to 
do was to think up a story 
to account for the 
discrepancy. After the third 
or fourth book there were 
so many letters that life 
began to get too short! In 
self-defence, and to ensure 
continuity, I was forced to 
find a geographical location 
for the railway, and I 
‘discovered’ the island of 
Sodor lying between 
Barrow-in-Furness and the Isle of Man. 

“The railway there serves towns, villages, 
and industries. Towns and villages have 
names, and these names are wrapped in 
history. The siting and nature of industries 
depends on geology; thus, before long I found 
myself developing a political and economic 
history of my imaginary island. This has led 
to extensive research in Irish, Manx, Scotch, 
Norwegian, Icelandic and English history.” 

For many years, Awdry had great fun 
lecturing on ‘Pages from Sodor History’. 
Edmund Ward even published a Railway Map 
of the Island of Sodor in 1958, a revised edition 
appearing in 1971. The original issue sold for 
2/6 but now fetches up to £25. 

Although he has been widely criticised for 
his pictorial inaccuracies, C. Reginald Dalby 
remains arguably the most popular of the 
series artists, as Rosemary Debnam, editor of 
Heinemann and Reed’s Children Books, has 
observed: “I had watched children selecting 
books at exhibitions and libraries, and 
Dalby’s style of artwork, which was bold and 
colourful and friendly, was the one that they 
seemed most to appreciate.” 

One of Dalby’s illustrations in Troublesome 
Engines (1950) contains a self-portrait of the 
artist (holding a suitcase bearing the initials 


‘C.R.D.’) and his daughter, 
Kate, while another plate in 
the same book shows the 
complete Awdry family — 
Margaret and Wilbert with 
Christopher, Veronica and 
Hilary — waving to Percy 
the small engine. Dalby also 
wrote and illustrated his 
own children’s book for 
Edward Ward in 1955: Tales 
of Flitterwick Harbour. 
Awdry’s only ‘non- 
railway’ book, Our Child 
Begins to Pray, was illus- 
trated in colour by Rene 
Cloke and published by 
Ward in April 1951, reach- 
ing its fourteenth impression 
by September of that same 
year. In his introduction, he 
wrote: “Dear Parents — You 
are asking ‘How can we teach our baby to 
pray?’ We hope this little book will help you. 
It is part of what my wife and I have learned 
in ten years of parenthood. There is much 
more that we do not yet know but we are still 
learning, taught by our children.” The four 
main sections were on ‘Making a Start’, 
‘Laying Foundations’, ‘Talking to God’ and 
‘Grace at Meals’. If only this book was today 
read by every parent and child throughout 
Britain — and more “foundations were laid” 
— this would be a much more pleasant and 


peaceful land! WALES 


Welsh language editions of the first four 
‘Railway’ titles were published simultaneously 
by Edmund Ward in April 1950 in the same 
format, and at the same price (4/-), as the 
originals. The same year saw the arrival of the 
first ‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ spin-offs, in 
the shape of two sixteen-page, paperback 
painting books entitled Scenes from ‘Tank 
Engine Thomas Again’ and Scenes from ‘James 
the Red Engine’. These were followed in 1952 
by two companion titles, Scenes from ‘The Three 
Railway Engines’ and Scenes from ‘Troublesome 
Engines’, and by three sets of ‘Railway 
Postcards’, sold at 18/6 per gross. All of these 

are now highly collectable. 
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Reginald Payne provided the illustrations for this book. Although he 
never collaborated with Awdry again, his pictures are still the best-known. 


Following the death of Edmund Ward in 
1957, his successor, Eric Marriott, launched 
several more ingenious spin-offs — simple 
but carefully-devised precursors of the 
present-day avalanche of “Thomas the Tank 
Engine’ mass merchandise. Among ‘the first 
of these were the ‘Railway Press-Out Model 
Books’, devised by C.K. Shaw and containing 
cardboard models of Thomas, Percy, Gordon 
and James, complete with coaches or tenders, 
“all ready to press-out, fold and glue”. These 
were issued in 1957, priced at 2/6 each. 

A year later, for the princely sum of 
thirteen shillings, fans were offered a 
seven-inch, long-playing record on which 
Awdry narrated two of the stories from The 
Three Railway Engines — ‘Edward’s Day Out’ 
and ‘Edward and Gordon’ — while being 
spasmodically interrupted by realistic 
whistlings, chuffings and puffings. 

Percy the Small Engine (1956) was the last 
of the railway volumes to be illustrated by C. 
Reginald Dalby. Although it contained some 
of his best pictures, these still did not meet the 
author's high standards of technical accuracy. 

Patience was exhausted on both sides, with 
the result that the twelfth volume, The Eight 
Famous Engines (1957), was illustrated by John 
T. Kenney (1911-72), who had worked on 


numerous titles for Ladybird Books and, in 
later life, became a distinguished painter of 
animal studies and sporting scenes. His style 
in the ‘Railway’ books combined a lightness 
of touch with a greater regard for realism. 

Although some ‘Thomas’ fans were 
initially disappointed by the ‘look’ of Kenney’s 
flatter, paler engines — quite different from 
the ‘toy trains’ of Dalby’s pictures — his 
artwork was quickly accepted by the major- 
ity. Awdry was particularly pleased with the 
accuracy of Kenney’s illustrations, and was 
delighted to learn that he drew the engines 
‘from life’ at his local railway station. 


DIESEL 


In order to keep the series up to date, 
Awdry was persuaded to introduce a diesel 
into his next book, Duck and the Diesel Engine 
(1958). His dislike of these modern 
innovations is reflected in the oily and 
malicious character of ‘Diesel’, who is the only 
engine in the series not to be given a name. 

1958 also saw the publication of Awdry’s 
first full-length children’s novel, and the 
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launch of a new — if short-lived — series 
character: Belinda the Beetle. The heroine, a 
little red car with three wheels, becomes 
involved in an exciting adventure involving 
stolen jewels and two shady villains called 
Brown and Snoop. 

This was a much larger book than the 
‘Railway’ series, running to 96 pages, and was 
published, not by Ward, but by the 
Brockhampton Press, who commissioned 
‘Ionicus’ (J.C. Armitage) to provide the 
illustrations without the author's approval. 
The great response to Belinda the Beetle led to 
a sequel, Belinda Beats the Band, issued in 
1961. This time Awdry insisted that John 
Kenney, his favourite ‘Railway’ series artist, 
provided the illustrations. 

As with the first book, Belinda Beats the 
Band is full of suspense and action, and she is 
once again joined by her two young friends, 
Susan and John, children of Mr Exel, vicar of 
Arlstead. All the characters are extremely well 
observed, and the narrative is frequently 
enlivened by Belinda’s own comments (for 
instance, her protests against lorries: “Nasty, 
smelly, dieselly things, taking up all the road”). 

When both ‘Belinda’ books were reissued 
in paperback in 1992, they were accompanied 
by a new set of illustrations by Val Biro, who 
is well-known for his books about another 
‘more-than-human’ vehicle, Gumdrop the 
Vintage Car. Moreover, Belinda was modified 
into “a little Volkswagen Beetle”. These 
two books have always been tremendously 
popular — though never as popular as Thomas 
and his friends — and Belinda’s countless fans 


- have always longed for a third adventure. 


John Kenney illustrated only six books in 
the ‘Railway’ series (Numbers Twelve to 
Seventeen), concluding with The Little Old 
Engine (1959), The Twin Engines (1960), Branch 
Line Engines (1961) and Gallant Old Engine 
(1962). After 1962, eyesight problems meant 
that he could no longer maintain his usual 
high standard of technical precision, and he 
was forced to give up work on the series. First 
editions of his six titles now fetch £15-£20 each 
in Very Good condition in dustjackets. 

With Branch Line Engines, the number of 
plates — and facing pages of text — fell, for 
the first time, from thirty to the now-standard 


27, plus the double-page 
matching pictorial end- 
Papers at front and rear. 
Wilbert Awdry’s last 
nine books in the ‘Railway’ 
series from Stepney the 
‘Bluebell’ Engine (1963) to 
Tramway Engines (1972) 
carried the joint credit “with 
illustrations by Gunvor & 
Peter Edwards”, but (as 
Brian Sibley confirms) they 
were almost entirely Peter’s 
work. The credit was trans- 
posed (“Peter & Gunvor 
Edwards”) in two books: 
Main Line-Engines (1966) and 
Small Railway Engines (1967). 
Peter Edwards and his 
Swedish-born wife, Gunvor, 


Awdry actually appeared as a character in Duke the Lost Engine (1970). 
That's him in the bottom right-hand corner, studying a map of Sodor. 


are extremely talented and 

versatile artists, with many memorable book 
illustrations and dustjackets to their credit. 
When Peter Edwards began illustrating the 
‘Railway’ series, he was working on a set of 
covers for the complete novels of Graham 
Greene — including a picture of a chase in a 
railway siding for the A Gun for Sale dustjacket, 
which is very similar to one of his 
atmospheric drawings in Stepney the ‘Bluebell’ 


Engine! FRESH 


Edwards managed to combine the best 
qualities of both Dalby and Kenney, while 
creating a fresh style that was entirely his own. 
Like Kenney, he went on several research trips 
to ensure absolute accuracy in his illustrations, 
for instance visiting the workshops of the 
Snowdon Mountain Railway at Llanberis for 
Mountain Engines (1964). 

Wilbert Awdry himself made an appear- 
ance in the books as ‘the Thin Clergymar’, 
being introduced — along with ‘the Fat 
Clergyman’ (based on his friend, Teddy 
Boston) — in Small Railway Engines (1967; this 
was also the first title in the series to carry the 
imprint ‘Kaye & Ward’). Later, he also 
featured to good effect in the ‘Sleeping Beauty’ 
story in Duke the Lost Engine (1970). Although 
both Dalby and Kenney had occasionally 
jncluded likenesses of Awdry in their 
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illustrations, he had never appeared as a 
character in his own right. 

Ever topical, Awdry recorded the 
long-predicted demise of steam travel in 
Enterprising Engines (1968). In 1965, he had 
retired as vicar of Emneth, and become an 
officiant in the Diocese of Gloucester. During 
the past thirty years, he has resided in a house 
in Stroud, aptly named ‘Sodor’. His wife, 
Margaret, died in 1989 after 51 very happy 
years of marriage. 

By 1965, Awdry’s royalties had risen to 
£1,000 per annum, compared to his clerical 
stipend of £400 a year. His 25th book, Duke the 
Lost Engine, appeared in 1970, by which time 
he felt alienated from the world of the 
modern railway and had little inspiration for 
new tales. For the first time since 1947, a year 
(1971) passed without a new ‘Railway’ series 
book appearing, but he did complete a final 
title (No.26) in the series, Tramway Engines, 
for publication in 1972. Being his own sternest 
critic, he sensibly decided not to continue 
writing “sub-standard stuff”. 

In the same year, Kaye & Ward published 
The Reverend W. Awdry’s Railway Series 
Surprise Packet. Designed by Peter Edwards to 
look like a railwayman’s satchel, it opened up 
to reveal a great assortment of interesting 
items, including a colourful Sodor railway 


Since 1983, the ‘Railway’ books have been written by Awdry’s son, 
Christopher, and illustrated by Clive Spong. This title appeared in 1990. 


poster, pictures of the major characters, the 
story of ‘The First Railway Engine in the 
World’, working models, two board games, 
puzzle pages and four Dalby illustrations in 
which to spot errors. -A complete Surprise 
Packet will fetch around £10-£15 today, but 
this is bound to become quite a rare and 
sought-after item in years to come. 

Eric Marriott, longtime editor of the 
‘Railway’ series, left Kaye & Ward in 1973 to 


Earth, the brothers ‘pieced 
together’ every aspect of life 
on Sodor, past and present, 
even analysing the charac- 
ter of the Sudrian people 
and their language, ‘Sudric’. 
There are many jokes, rang- 
ing from the name of the 
Tidmouth firm, ‘A.W. Dry 
& Co’, to that of the com- 
pany, ‘Chatter & Windows’, 
publishers of the standard 
history of the island, Canon 
Dreswick’s History of Sodor 
(four volumes; 1899-1912)! 
This book also contains the 
official history of the N.W.R. 
(North West Region) Main 
Line, the railway featured in 
the stories. 

In 1980, Kaye & Ward 
was taken over by the pub- 
lishing house, World’s Work, and in turn both 


. companies were absorbed four years later into 


become managing director of Pelham Books, | 


for whom he commissioned Wilbert to edit A 
Guide to the Steam Railways of Great Britain in 
collaboration with another keen railway buff, 
Dr Christopher Cook (editor of Pears 
Cyclopaedia). This book celebrated ‘the new 
age of steam’ that had been brought about by 
the work of the various railway preservation 
societies, and described 128 railways and 
railway museums where people could see 
‘steam in action’. This 240-page book was 


published in 1979, an enlarged (352 pp) 


revised edition appearing in 1986. 

After many years of ‘imaginative recon- 
struction’, the brothers, Wilbert and George 
Awdry, drew up a ‘definitive’ study of The 
Island of Sodor: Its People, History and Railways, 
which was published by Heinemann in 1987. 
Just as Tolkien had with his realm of Middle- 
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the much larger firm, William Heinemann, 
although the name of Kaye & Ward contin- 
ued to appear on the ‘Railway’ series books. 


EXPERIENCE 


Christopher Awdry, an income-tax official, 
began his own writing career in 1978 with a 
magazine article entitled ‘Happy Days at 
Elsworth Rectory 1946-49’. Following his own 
experience as a small boy forty years earlier, 
he was now reading all Wilbert’s stories to his 
young son, Richard. He heard several good 
railway anecdotes through his involvement 
with the Dean Valley Railway Preservation 
Society, and began to write new tales himself. 

His first contribution to the ‘Railway’ 
series was Really Useful Engines (No.27; 1983), 
and he has continued to produce a new title 


annually ever since, the latest being Thomas — 


and the Fat Controller’s Engines (1995). He has 
now written exactly half as many books for 


the series as his father — thirteen in all — and 


he shows no signs of slowing down... 
Last year’s title, Wilbert the Forest Engine, 
commemorated an engine named after his 


father on the Dean Forest Railway. As Brian — 


Sibley observes: “There was a curious sense — 


ee 


of completion: Christopher Awdry writing 
about an engine, named after his father, 
meeting Thomas the Tank Engine whom 
Wilbert had created, almost fifty years before, 
in order to amuse Christopher.” 

All thirteen of Christopher Awdry’s 
‘Railway’ series titles have been finely 
illustrated by Clive Spong, who was given his 
first ‘Thomas the Tank Engine’ book at the 
age of six. Ironically, he studied at the same 
place as both C. Reginald Dalby and John 
T. Kenney — the Leicester College of Art. 

Christopher Awdry has also produced 
many related titles over the past decade, 
including two ‘Sticker Books’ illustrated by 
Ken Stott: Percy and the Postman and Thomas 
and the Lost Cat (both 1988); as well as Thomas's 
Book of Colours (1989) and Thomas's Big Book of 
Games and Puzzles (1989). Among the 
multitude of alternative spin-offs are various 
‘Thomas’ pop-up books (eight titles; Kaye & 
Ward, 1983-84); ‘Lift-the-Flap’ books; ‘Peep- 
through’ books; Thomas and the Hide-and-Seek 
Animals, illustrated by Owain Bell; Thomas's 
ABC; and Thomas's Counting Book (both 1987), 
the last two illustrated by T. Wells. In the 
1980s, Octopus Books also published several 
of the tales from the earlier books in ‘single- 
story’ editions. 

Of much greater interest to adult railway- 
buffs are Christopher Awdry’s well-researched 
non-fiction works, including Encyclopaedia of 
British Railway Companies (1990) and Brunel's 
Broad Gauge Railway (1992). In his fascinating 
volume, Over the Summit: How Britain's 

Railways Crossed the High Hills (1993), Awdry 
describes — with the help of numerous maps 
and fine photographs — the engineering feats 


ee 


. BOOKMARK |= 


FOR CHILDREN'S BOOKS 


dating from Georgian and Regency, Victorian 
and Edwardian times up to the present day. 
Chapbooks, Alphabets, Toy-Books, Movable and 
Novelty Books. Old Favourites and Annuals. 
Illustrated catalogues are issued world-wide. 
Fortnight, Wick Down, Broad Hinton, Swindon SN4 9NR 
Tel 01793-731693. Fax 01793-731782. Business by post. 


that enabled the conquest of some of this 
country’s steepest inclines, while Awdry’s 
Steam Railways (29th September 1995) explores 
ten rural branch lines which have working 
steam engines. 

Among those who have read Wilbert 
Awdry’s railway stories on the BBC are Johnny 
Morris, Willie Rushton and Sir John Gielgud. 
But none of them reached the sort of mass 
audience achieved by the animated TV series, 
Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends, narrated 
by Ringo Starr, and first broadcast in 1984. 
This hugely popular production — and its 
resultant videos, maps, stationary, sweets, 
pasta, bed-linen and much more — certainly 
helped to boost the sales of the books to their 
current astronomical levels. 


‘BOOKMARK’ 


However, Awdry himself was not too 
impressed by the series, and his forthright 
comments about it on a BBC ‘Bookmark’ 
programme earlier this year were widely 
reported in the press. He also hit the head- 
lines in December 1993, when it was revealed 
that he had earned £7 million in royalties from 
the books and television series over the 
previous decade, and had given it all away to 
his seven grandchildren, a railway preser- 
vation society and various other charities. 

Half of his present royalties automatically 
goes straight into a trust fund for his grand- 
children, and one-sixth goes to Christopher. 
At the age of 84, Wilbert’s only personal 
luxuries are a stair-lift and a house-cleaner. 
He recently declared: “I am perfectly content 
— what would I want with a bigger house or 
any of the trappings of the rich?” 
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This autumn, InterCity named one of 
its new 225 trains after him — coincidently, 
on the same day (4th October) as Brian 
Sibley’s definitive new biography was 
published. ‘The Reverend W. Awdry’ left 
Kings Cross at 12.30pm en route for 
Newcastle, reaching speeds of up to 
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24 OLIVER THE WESTERN ENGINE 


THER ‘Ti T 
‘RAILWAY’ SE’ : D 


2 THOMAS YR INJIAN DANC 


REV. W. AND CHRISTOPHER AWDRY 
UK BIBLIOGRAPHY 


A guide to current values of books in Very Good condition with dustjackets where applicable. 
Asterisk (*) indicates books written by Christopher Awdry. 


‘RAILWAY’ SERIES 

1 THE THREE RAILWAY ENGINES ([illustrated by William Middleton]) (Edmund Ward, 1945)... . £35-£40 
2 THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE ([illustrated by Reginald Payne]) (Edmund Ward, 1946)......... £45-£50 
3 JAMES THE RED ENGINE (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, 1948)........... £25-£30 
4 TANK ENGINE THOMAS AGAIN (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, 1949)...... £20-£25 
5 TROUBLESOME ENGINES (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, 1950) .......... £20-£25 
6 HENRY THE GREEN ENGINE (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, 1951) ........ £20-£25 
7 TOBY THE TRAM ENGINE (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, 1952) .......... £20-£25 
8 GORDON THE BIG ENGINE (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, 1953) ......... £20-£25 
9 EDWARD THE BLUE ENGINE (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, 1954)........ £20-£25 
10 FOUR LITTLE ENGINES (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, 1955) ............ £20-£25 
11 PERCY THE SMALL ENGINE (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, 1956) ........ £15-£20 
12 THE EIGHT FAMOUS ENGINES (illustrated by John T. Kenney) (Edmund Ward, 1957) ........ £15-£20 
13 DUCK AND THE DIESEL ENGINE (illustrated by John T. Kenney) (Edmund Ward, 1958) ...... £15-£20 
14 THE LITTLE OLD ENGINE (illustrated by John T. Kenney) (Edmund Ward, 1959)............. £15-£20 
15 THE TWIN ENGINES (illustrated by John T. Kenney) (Edmund Ward, 1960) ................. £15-£20 
16 BRANCH LINE ENGINES (illustrated by John T. Kenney) (Edmund Ward, 1961).............. £15-£20 
17 GALLANT OLD ENGINE (illustrated by John T. Kenney) (Edmund Ward, 1962) .............. £15-£20 


(illustrated by Gunvor and Peter Edwards) (Edmund Ward, 1963) ..........-.-....-.-..... £15-£20 
19 MOUNTAIN ENGINES (illustrated by Gunvor and Peter Edwards) (Edmund Ward, 1964)....... £12-£15 
20 VERY OLD ENGINES (illustrated by Gunvor and Peter Edwards) (Edmund Ward, 1965) ....... £12-£15 
21 MAIN LINE ENGINES (illustrated by Peter and Gunvor Edwards) (Edmund Ward, 1966) ....... £12-£15 


22 SMALL RAILWAY ENGINES (illustrated by Peter and Gunvor Edwards) (Kaye & Ward, 1967) .. £12-£15 
23 ENTERPRISING ENGINES (illustrated by Gunvor and Peter Edwards) (Kaye & Ward, 1968) .... £12-£15 


(illustrated by Gunvor and Peter Edwards) (Kaye & Ward, 1969) ...............-..-000000, £12-£15 
25 DUKE THE LOST ENGINE (illustrated by Gunvor and Peter Edwards) (Kaye & Ward, 1970) .... £12-£15 
26 TRAMWAY ENGINES (illustrated by Gunvor and Peter Edwards) (Kaye & Ward, 1972)........ £12-£15 
*27 REALLY USEFUL ENGINES (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Kaye & Ward, 1983) ................ £8-£10 
*28 JAMES AND THE DIESEL ENGINES (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Kaye & Ward, 1984) ......... £8-£10 
*29 GREAT LITTLE ENGINES (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Kaye & Ward, 1985) .................. £8-£10 
*30 MORE ABOUT THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Kaye & Ward, 1986) .. ¢8-£10 
*31 GORDON THE HIGH-SPEED ENGINE (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Kaye & Ward, 1987) ........ £8-£10 
*32 TOBY, TRUCKS AND TROUBLE (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Kaye & Ward, 1988).............. £4-£6 
*33 THOMAS AND THE TWINS (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Heinemann, 1989) ................... £4-£6 
*34 JOCK THE NEW ENGINE (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Heinemann, 1990) .........-........... £4-£6 
*35 THOMAS AND THE GREAT RAILWAY SHOW (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Heinemann, 1991) .... £4-£6 
*36 THOMAS COMES HOME (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Heinemann, 1992)..........-.-.. in print £3.99 
*37 HENRY AND THE EXPRESS (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Heinemann, 1993)............ in print £3.99 
*38 WILBERT THE FOREST ENGINE (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Heinemann, 1994) ........ in print £3.99 


*39 THOMAS AND THE FAT CONTROLLER’S ENGINES 


(illustrated by Clive Spong) (Heinemann, 1995) ....-. 2.2.2... ccc cece eee eee eee in print £3.99 
E . 


1 YTRIINDIAN TREN (‘Three Railway Engines’; illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Ward, [1950]) . £15-£20 


(‘Thomas the Tank Engine’; {illustrated by Reginald Payne]) (Ward, [1950]) ......--.---+++-- £15-£20 


140 m.p.h. — a world away from the timeless 
land of Sodor. 


Brian Sibley’s ‘The Thomas the Tank Engine Man: 
The Story of the Reverend W. Awdry and his 
Really Useful Engines’ is published by Heinemann, 
price £19.99. 
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3 JAMES YR INJIAN COCH 

(‘James the Red Engine’; illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, [1950]) £15-£20 
4 THOMAS INJIAN-DANC ETO 

(‘Tank Engine Thomas Again’; illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Edmund Ward, [1950]) £15-£20 
PAINTING BOOKS (all paperback) 
1 SCENES FROM ‘THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE’ FOR YOU TO PAINT (Edmund Ward, [1950]) ... £15-£20 
2 SCENES FROM ‘JAMES THE RED ENGINE’ FOR YOU TO PAINT (Edmund Ward, [1950]) £15-£20 
3 SCENES FROM ‘THE THREE RAILWAY ENGINES’ FOR YOU TO PAINT 

(Edmund Ward, [1952]) £15-£20 
4 SCENES FROM ‘TROUBLESOME ENGINES’ FOR YOU TO PAINT (Edmund Ward, [1952]) £15-£20 
‘MODEL ENGINE’ BOOKS (all paperback) 
1 THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE AND ANNIE (Edmund Ward, [1957]) 
2 PERCY WITH CLARABEL THE COACH (Edmund Ward, [1957]) 
3 GORDON THE ENGINE AND HIS TENDER (Edmund Ward, [1957]) 
4 JAMES THE RED ENGINE AND HIS TENDER (Edmund Ward, [1957]) 
POP-UP BOOKS 
BERTIE THE BUS AND THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE (from No.4) (Kaye & Ward, 1983) £10-£12 
THE FLYING KIPPER AND HENRY THE GREEN ENGINE (from No.6) (Kaye & Ward, 1983) £10-£12 
HENRY THE GREEN ENGINE AND THE ELEPHANT (from No.6) 

(Kaye & Ward, 1984) 
HENRY THE GREEN ENGINE GETS OUT (from No.6) (Kaye & Ward, 1983) 
JAMES THE RED ENGINE AND THE TROUBLESOME TRUCKS (from No.3) (Kaye & Ward, 1984) .... 
PERCY THE SMALL ENGINE TAKES THE PLUNGE (from No.12) (Kaye & Ward, 1984) 
THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE AND THE TRACTOR (from No.2) (Kaye & Ward, 1984) 
THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE GOES FISHING (from No.2) (Kaye & Ward, 1983) 

B 

RAILWAY STORIES (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby and John T. Kenney) (Kaye & Ward, [1982]).... £5-£8 
MORE RAILWAY STORIES (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby and John T. Kenney) 

(Kaye & Ward, 1983) 
OTHERS 
THE REVEREND W. AWDRY’S RAILWAY SERIES SURPRISE PACKET (produced in the shape of a 
railwayman’s satchel; illustrated by Peter Edwards) (Kaye & Ward, 1972) 
THOMAS'’S CHRISTMAS PARTY (illustrated by Clive Spong) (Kaye & Ward, 1984) 
THOMAS'’S ABC (illustrated by T. Wells) (Heinemann, 1987) 
THOMAS'’S COUNTING BOOK (illustrated by T. Wells) (Heinemann, 1987) 
THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE PRESS-OUT MODEL BOOK (illustrated by K. Stott) 

(Kaye & Ward, 1987) 
HELLO THOMAS (LIFT-THE-FLAP BOOK) (Heinemann, 1988) 
OTHER BOOKS BY REV W. AWDRY 
‘BELINDA’ SERIES 
BELINDA THE BEETLE (illustrated by lonicus) (Brockhampton Press, 1958) 
BELINDA BEATS THE BAND (illustrated by John T. Kenney) (Brockhampton Press, 1961) 
‘SODOR’ TITLES 
RAILWAY MAP OF THE ISLAND OF SODOR (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) 

(Edmund Ward, 1958) 

ditto. Revised Edition (illustrated by C. Reginald Dalby) (Kaye & Ward, 1971) 
ISLAND OF SODOR: ITS PEOPLE, HISTORY, AND RAILWAYS (with George Awdry) 

(Heinemann, 1987) 
NON-FICTION 
OUR CHILD BEGINS TO PRAY (illustrated by Rene Cloke) (Ward, 1951) 
THE BIRMINGHAM AND GLOUCESTER RAILWAY (with P.B. Long) (Alan Sutton, 1987) 
AS EDITOR 
THE INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE (paperback) 

(Gloucester Community Council, 1973) 

ditto. Second Edition (paperback) (Gloucester Society for Industrial Archaeology, 1975) 
A GUIDE TO THE STEAM RAILWAYS OF BRITAIN (with Christopher Cook) 

(Pelham Books, 1979) 

ditto. Second [Revised and Enlarged] Edition (paperback) (Pelham Books, 1986) 

|-FICT! H DRY 
*ENCYLOPAEDIA OF BRITISH RAILWAY COMPANIES (Patrick Stephens, 1990) in print £20 
*BRUNEL’S BROAD GAUGE RAILWAY (Oxford Publishing Group, 1992) in print £17.50 
*OVER THE SUMMIT: How Britain’s Railways Crossed the High Hills (Silver Link, 1993) in print £25 


ESSENTIAL READING 
Sibley, Brian: THE THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE MAN: The Story of the Reverend W. Awdry and his Really 
Useful Engines (Heinemann, 4th October 1995) in print £19.99 
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at the 


MAIDSTONE BOOK AND PRINT SHOP 
38 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME14 1ED. 


BUYING: for collecting or Christmas Tel: Maidstone 01622 662878 
SELLING: contact Maidstone 01622 754774 or Fax: 01622 676343 


FULL POSTAL SERVICE! CATALOGUES ISSUED! 


Premium prices paid for Rupert Annuals.with the magic 
pictures untouched!. We still hold the world record, 
£1,500 paid for a Mint 1936 original with dust jacket! 

Single copies or complete collections purchased. 

P.B.F.A. Members, and we are the only Rupert specialist 
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OUR DISPLAY 
Customers browsing at the recent Rupert followers meeting 
at the Wroxall Abbey, Every Rupert Annual on display 
and even a mini picture of the shop. 


Driff’s Guide says the shop is WORTH A DETOUR (W.A.D.), 
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children’s fiction and lots of collectable illustrated books! 
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